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PURPLE HEARTS REUNITED 
Earned Through Valor, Lost by Circumstance, Reunited with Dignity 

2014 Highlights 

 2014 Medal Returns 

 American Red Cross Military Hero Award 

 DAR Awards  

 Our Supporters 

 Purple Hearts Reunited’s First Employee 

 Veterans Day 2014 

We presented 35 medals to their rightful owners in 2014. 

2014 Annual Report 
Our mission at Purple Hearts Reunited is to return lost or stolen military  

medals of valor to veterans or their families, in order to honor their sacrifice to 

the nation. Purple Hearts Reunited is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. We 

have returned misplaced medals to over 100 military families to date. 

A Note From  
the Founder 
Zachariah Fike 

Since the foundation was es-
tablished, I have felt blessed to 
carry forward with this mission. 
On a daily basis, we have the 
opportunity to support and hon-
or our nation’s military veterans 
and their families and in my 
professional opinion, nothing 
else could compare.  

2014 was a very successful 
year, not only returning a rec-
ord number of lost medals of 
valor, but seeing some positive 
changes within the foundation. 
Through hard work and positive 
teamwork, I was elected the 
National Director of the Military 
Order of the Purple Heart's 
Medal Recovery Program, a 
program which shares our prin-
ciples and will provide a re-
source to MOPH Chapters 
across the country to effectively 
locate lost medals, identify their 

families, 
and return 
them at the 
local level. 
We have 
already 
seen some 
positive 
impact 
from this 
program 

and look forward to working 
more with our Purple Hat com-
patriots.  

We also had the opportunity to 
participate in some great initia-
tives across the country, which 
include the Spirit of 45 Tour, 
American Veterans Cen-
ter Honors weekend, and Na-
tional Public Radio's Annual 
StoryCorps Gala.  

We were honored and humbled 
this year to receive several ac-
colades for our dedication 
to veterans, including the ‘Key 
to the City' in Shelby County, 
TN. We were also thankful to 

be featured in several key me-
dia platforms such as the AP, 
Army Times, Woman's World 
Magazine, the DAR's Spirit 
Magazine, and more. In the 
spring of 2015, we look forward 
to being featured in Reader's 
Digest. This gracious support 
really helps to facilitate our mis-
sion and often leads to 
the recovery of additional lost 
medals.  

I was also blessed to find our 
first full-time employee. In just a 
short period of time, Hannah 
Doyle has made a huge impact. 
With her intelligence, passion, 
and strong patriotic family ties, I 
have no doubt she will help this 
foundation grow and develop 
into the future. 

Lastly, we would like to thank 
our generous donors and spon-
sors. This foundation wouldn't 
exist without you and together 
as a team, we can ensure 
that every lost medal of valor 
finds a home.  
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The past year was our busiest yet, leading to 35 military medals being re-
turned to delighted families and homes of honor. We are honored to fulfill our 
mission of returning valor to servicemen and women who sacrificed so much 
for their country, and to bring solace and recognition to their families.  

Each medal we return is special, and part of the beauty of this project is that 
each one has its own story. Below are some highlights from the year.  

In June, we returned the Purple Heart of PFC Joseph Jor-
dan, of Easy Company, 101st Airborne Division, “Band of 
Brothers.” PFC Jordan’s medal was returned to his sister, 
Pat Preacher, in Maryville, TN on the 73rd anniversary of 
the original D-Day invasion. 

TEC5 Emanuel Mark received his lost Purple Heart on 
August 2 in Chicago, with a small ceremony at his home. 
During a surgery a few months later, doctors removed shrap-
nel from his body, remarkably exactly 70 years to the day after 
his original combat injury. 

This year also marked a first for us. We returned medals to our 
first War on Terror veterans, giving back lost medals to 
SGT Joshua Lozier (Iraq) and SPC Michol Jordan 
(Afghanistan). It is an honor to work with the newer gen-
erations of our nation’s veterans, and we look forward to 
continuing to honor and serve them. 

We also assisted with the presentation of PFC Richard Ferris’s 
medals to the National Museum of American Jewish Military 
History in Washington, DC. PFC Ferris was awarded the Distin-
guished Service Cross, our nation’s second-highest military 
award. Ferris was one of 44 Jewish Americans to ever receive 
this honor. Oddly enough, his Purple Heart and documentation 
was in a Florida storage unit, amidst a pile of discarded furniture 
destined for the trash. 

PVT Thomas Bateman’s return ceremony was a serendipitous event that 
brought comfort to a son and closure to a WWII veteran’s life. John Trinca of 
Chicago had never known much about the soldier who died next to him in the 
Philippines in 1945. But he was elated to meet PVT Bateman’s son in August 
when we arranged for the return of his lost Purple Heart. 

2014 MEDAL RETURNS: A LOOK BACK 

2014 in numbers: 

 35 veterans’ medals 

returned 

 Traveled to 24 states 

 13,354 miles 

 Over 2,000 attendees 

at medal return  

ceremonies 

PFC Jordan 

SPC Jordan 

PVT Bateman PFC Ferris 

SGT Lozier 

TEC5 Mark 

 

 

Earned Through Valor, 

Lost by Circumstance, 

Reunited with Dignity 
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PVT George H. Andreason 
Burlington, VT 

PVT Thomas Bateman 
Chicago, IL 

2LT Harry W. Bessler 
Sturgis, SD 

CPL John O. Bohannon 
Memphis, TN 

2LT Roy W. Christianson 
Seattle, WA 

PFC Frank E. Conroy 
Pittsfield, ME 

SGT Gordon N. Coomer 
Atlanta, GA 

SGT Edward Engler 
Madison, WI 

PFC Richard Ferris 
Fort Myers, FL 

SGT Horace R. Gore 
Myrtle Beach, SC 

F1c George T. Greer 
Harrington Park, NJ 

PVT Alfred B. Haire 
Mount Airy, NC 

SGT James A. Hanlon 
Harrison, ME 

TSGT Odell Holden 
Myrtle Beach, SC 

PFC Joseph M. Jordan 
Maryville, TN 

SPC Michol Jordan 
Denver, CO 

2LT Harley C. Kempter 
Washington, DC 

SGT Joshua A. Lozier 
Oklahoma, OK 

SSG John Mackanos 
Pittsburg, PA 

TEC5 Emanuel Mark 
Chicago, IL 

PFC Thomas E. McGraw 
Manlius, NY 

2LT Glenn Morris 
Savannah, GA 

CPT Dominick C. Orlando 
Bernardsville, NJ 

ENS John P. Pierson 
East Bridgewater, MA 

PFC John H. Poore 
Dover, DE 

PFC Carmen V. Ramos 
Chicago, IL 

TEC5 Emilio R. Ricci 
Wappinger’s Falls, NY 

PFC Alvie L. Scott 
Kansas City, KS 

PFC James F. Sneed 
Cabin Creek, WV 

PVT Norman W. Steinfeldt 
Salem, OR 

Cw2 Carter D. Stephens 
Dallas, TX 

PVT Robert L. Swinson 
Summersville, SC 

PFC Hilmer D. Timm 
Minneapolis, MN 

PVT Wilfred J. Warhurst 
Kearny, NJ 

CM2c Robert G. Woody 
Sidney, NE 

Purple Hearts Reunited 2014 Roll of Honor 
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Fike Presented With American Red Cross 
Military Hero Award 

In late April of 2014, Zachariah 
Fike’s service and commitment 
was honored by the American 
Red Cross with their Military 
Hero Award. Fike was honored 
at a Hero’s Breakfast in South 
Burlington, VT, along with other 
men and women who are mak-
ing a difference in their commu-
nities.  

There were over 60 nomina-
tions submitted, and only nine 
recipients were chosen to re-
ceive the honorable award. Fike 
was selected for this award be-
cause of his dedication for serv-
ing veterans and their families 
and commended for developing 
the nonprofit organization Pur-
ple Hearts Reunited.  

Doug Bishop of the Red Cross 
of Vermont and the New Hamp-
shire Upper Valley was in at-
tendance and handed out the 
prestigious awards. The Red 
Cross has a network of volun-
teers and donors, and prides 
itself on supporting military fam-
ilies across the country. Purple 
Hearts Reunited was honored 
to be recognized.  

“The presentation ceremony [for my fa-
ther, Emanuel Mark] was so very moving 
and emotional. I have personally never 
experienced anything quite as incredible 
and touching. Hearing my father tell his 
story, surrounded by family and close 
friends, relaying it as if just happened, 
brought tears to his eyes (something I’ve 
never seen) as well as to all of us there 
with him. 
 
There are simply not enough words to 
express how extremely grateful we are to 
you for making his dream a reality.  

 
- Mika Caruana, Florida  

Purple Hearts Reunited returned lost or stolen medals in 24 states in 2014, traveling over 13,000 

miles to do so. We are grateful for your support and your donations. Every dollar donated goes 

toward reuniting military medals with their rightful owners. Text PHR to 41444 to join the cause. 
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In September of 2014, Purple 
Hearts Reunited received awards 
from the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution (DAR). Captain 
Zachariah Fike, founder of PHR, 
accepted the medals on behalf of 
his organization. 
  
On September 26 in Albany, NY, 
the Historic Preservation Medal 
was presented in recognition of 
Outstanding Achievement in His-
toric Preservation. The award 
was presented by the New York 
State Daughters of the American 
Revolution. 
  
On September 27 in Montpelier, 
VT, the DAR Medal of Honor was 
presented to Fike by the Vermont 
State Daughters of the American 
Revolution. The Medal of Honor 
is the DAR’s highest award, 
awarded to an adult native-born 
American citizen who has dis-
played leadership, trustworthi-

ness, service, and patriotism. 
Since the creation of the Medal of 
Honor in 1972, the DAR has 
awarded only 1,555 medals 
across its 3,000 U.S. and 26 
overseas chapters. DAR awarded 
only a handful of medals of Honor 
each year. Former recipients in-
clude broadcaster Tom Brokaw, 
former New York Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani and 2000 Miss America 
Heather French, whose platform 
was veteran services. 
 
The honor was bestowed by DAR 
leaders Diane Kreis (pictured on 
the left), former Vice President 
General of NSDAR and current 
Chapter Regent of Oxbow Chap-
ter VSSDAR; and Elizabeth Bick-
nell (on the right), Vermont State 
Regent of VSSDAR.  
 
Many local chapters of the DAR 
across the country have contribut-
ed to the mission of Purple Hearts 

Reunited, and we are grateful for 
their support. 

Daughters of the American Revolution  
Honor Fike and Purple Hearts Reunited 

In October, Purple Hearts Reunited welcomed the addition of its first 
employee, Hannah Doyle. Hannah is the Development Director of Pur-

ple Hearts Reunited, assisting with fundrais-
ing campaigns, public relations and out-
reach, and event coordination, along with 
countless other needs of the organization. 
Hannah’s grandfather, Raymond Harwood, 
was a top turret gunner in World War II and 
a Prisoner of War in Austria for 19 months. 
His Purple Heart sits above her office desk.  

Hannah comes to Purple Hearts Reunited 
from a research program at the University 
of Vermont Extension, where she conduct-
ed outreach, collected data, and worked on 
grants and public relations. You can reach 
her by email at the following address:  
Hannah@purpleheartsreunited.org. 

DAR leaders Diane Kreis and 

Elizabeth Bicknell presented Fike 

with the awards in September 2014. 

Introducing Purple Hearts Reunited’s  

Newest Team Member, Hannah Doyle 

“Purple Hearts Reunited INC. 

was able to do in six weeks 

what government agencies 

couldn't do in close to four 

years— MOPH Chapter 484 

and the MOPH Department of 

Tennessee are forever grate-

ful for what you do to help 

the families of our Veterans.”  

 

- Robert Hunt, Tennessee 
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“Read an article about your work on reuniting Purple Hearts 

with the proper owner or family members. It’s a shame that 

they got lost, stolen, sold, etc. but I’m thankful that you have 

taken up this challenge to do what is right and honorable.” 

                                                             - Dolores Baker, Alabama 

Our Generous Family of 
Donors & Sponsors 

We are grateful for the support of our family of do-
nors and fans, and could not do the work we do with-
out generous financial contributions. In 2014, we 
counted among our contributors 147 donors, 111 of 
whom were individuals or families. A grand total of 
$4,255 was raised through our online GoFundMe 
campaign. Remarkably, donations came from 30 dif-
ferent states and totaled over $31,000. 
 
Thank you to our generous supporters: 14th Star 
Brewing Company, American Airlines, Ancestry.com, 
the Council for the Advancement of Forensic Gene-
alogy, Fold3, Fundamentals of Genealogy, Garvey 
Communication Associates, JetBlue, the Military Or-
der of the Purple Heart, National Purple Heart Hall of 
Honor, Newspapers.com, Perrywinkle’s Fine Jewel-
ry, Phillips 66 Veterans Network, Tenasone Invest-
ments, Union Street Media, Village Frame Shoppe & 
Gallery, and The Whimsical Pig Custom Framing. It 
takes a village, and we appreciate the services do-
nated by these organizations. 

Thank you all for helping us fulfill our mission. You 
make this possible. Every dollar donated goes to-
wards our mission of returning medals, and dona-
tions are tax-deductible. We are grateful for our indi-
vidual donors and for the support of businesses, vet-
erans organizations, clubs and organizations, and 
specific fundraising events. Please get in touch with 
us if you’d like to find out how to help. 

 American Conservative 
Women in Action, Inc. 

 American Legion Post 99 

 Antonio & Rita Pomerleau 
Foundation 

 Dan Sesker Memorial  
Poker Run 

 Essex VT Rotary Club 

 Farrell Distributing 

 Fort Worth AirPower  
Foundation 

 General Dynamics 

 Green Services Group 

 Haley-Nichols Fund 

 Jericho-Underhill VT Lions 
Club 

 Mabee Family Foundation 

 Merchants Bank 

 MOPH, Chapter 21 

 MOPH, Chapter 120 

 My Little Cupcake 

 Mylan Inc. 

 Natural Wellness 

 NSDAR, Ann Story  
Chapter 

 NSDAR, Betsy Baldwin 
Chapter 

 NSDAR, Caughnawaga 
Chapter 

 NSDAR, Ch. Colonel  
Gilbert Potter 

 NSDAR, NY State  
Organization 

 NSDAR, Saratoga NY 
Chapter  

 NSDAR, Seth Warner 
Chapter 

 NSDAR, Southampton 
Colony Chapter 

 Pizzagalli Racing Engines, 
LLC. 

 The Whimsical Pig 

 Unified Turbines 

 VFW Post 5913 

 VT State Employees  
Credit Union 

 VT Wounded Warriors Golf 
Tournament Committee 

Corporate / Group Donors 

Wondering how to get involved? 
Every dollar helps, but here are some milestones. 

Rescue a medal 

   On average, a lost or stolen medal costs us $300 to rescue. 

Sponsor a return 

 A donation of $1200 will cover the cost of one return cere-

mony honoring a veteran’s service and sacrifice. 

Fund a scholarship 

   Whenever possible, we strive to provide a $1000 scholarship 

to a college-age family member of an honored veteran. 



7 

 

Reunion Spotlight 
 
James Miller, Region IV Command-
er of the Military Order of the Pur-
ple Heart, was 65 when he first met 
his biological father. He had no 
idea that he was adopted until he 
was ten or eleven, and even then, 
he was not able to find the docu-
mentation he needed to track down 
his father. In 2010, he found his 
birth certificate, which listed his fa-
ther’s name, his hometown, his du-
ty station in the Army Air Corps at 
Greenville Air Force Base in Missis-
sippi.  

After working with lawyers, friends, 
and a private investigator, in Febru-
ary 2014, Miller contacted Purple 
Hearts Reunited for help. We were 
able to track down his father’s mili-
tary records relatively quickly, but 
were disheartened to find that the 
records indicated Miller’s father had 
died in 2007. We sent Miller an old 
photograph and our condolences. 

On June 23, 2014, Miller called one 
of the numbers we had given him, 
to verify the facts, and to his great 
surprise ended up speaking with 
his biological brother James… and 
his father! He was alive and his 
90th birthday was coming up. A 
DNA test was conducted to be sure 
(99.999% positive!) and the family 

reunited as one on September 5. 

Though this story did not involve 
any lost military medals, it is one of 
our favorites from the year. We 
were honored to be able to bring 
this family together through military 
and genealogical research. 

The Miller family reunites. Commander Miller’s father, Frank E. Greco, is in 

the center, surrounded by family, new and old. Photo taken in January 2015. 

“I was able to meet my dad and six 

of my siblings for the first time at 65 

years of age. My dad told me he was 

just a phone call away and was glad 

this day had come. Thanks to every-

one who helped me to find my Dad, 

and especially Purple Hearts  

Reunited and Captain Fike.” 

 

           - James Miller, South Carolina 

 

Making a donation 

is simple.  

Text PHR to 41444 

or visit our  

website. 
www.purpleheartsreunited.org 

In the two weeks surrounding Vet-
erans Day this year, we were able 
to return medals to seven veterans 
or their families. It was a mad-dash 
effort, but worthwhile to return valor 
and see the joy that it brought fami-
lies, who were delighted to be re-
connected to a tangible piece of 
their loved one’s military service 
and sacrifice. 

Captain Zachariah Fike was also 
asked to be the guest speaker at 
the St. Albans, VT Veterans Day 
commemoration. With hundreds in 
attendance, Fike spoke about the 
importance of honoring each gen-
eration of veterans.  

Honoring Veterans Day 2014 

At the end of a long stretch of returns, we celebrated 
amongst friends with a few pints at the Grand Open-
ing of 14th Star Brewery in St. Albans, VT, where a 
portion of the proceeds of their ‘Valor Ale’ supports 
our mission. 

 



Contact Us! 

Purple Hearts  

Reunited 

PO Box 2121 

Georgia, VT 05468  
 

(315) 523-3609 
 

purpleheartsreunited 

@gmail.com 
 

Visit us on the web at 
www.purpleheartsreunited.org 

 

To support the cause, 

visit our website and 

make a donation 

or text PHR to 41444. 

 
Our Mission 
 
 
Purple Hearts Reunited is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that was 
founded in 2012. Our mission is to return lost or stolen military med-
als of valor to veterans or their families to honor their sacrifice to the 
nation. 

Our charity works with military families and veterans across the 
country. The organization was founded by a combat veteran and 
Purple Heart recipient. We have returned over 100 medals to date, 
and the service we provide lasts a lifetime, helping military families 
connect with their history, and often, through the gift of a tangible 
memento of their loved one, giving them the solace to move on. We 
rely on donations and sponsorships to do this work. Please reach out 
to become part of the mission. 

Purple Hearts Reunited 

P.O. Box 2121 

Georgia, VT 05468 

Earned Through Valor, Lost by Circumstance, Reunited with Dignity 

2014 Annual Report 


